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Sunday attendances at churches across the western world 
have been slowly diminishing for many decades now. This is 
true even in the United States where attendances were always 
higher than in  the UK or Australia. Younger people are not 
attracted to organised religious observances, any more than 
they are to joining clubs or associations. Hugh Mackay, the   
social researcher has written a new book based on interviews 

with thousands of Australians. He reports that many people now say ’ I am 
spiritual but not religious.’   
 

There can be little doubt that we are living through enormous social change, 
including changes in the way Christians and our faith are seen and accepted. 
Some counsel despair and want to try and turn the clock back. I don’t. I think 
we face a really good challenge which will lead to a smaller and more focussed 
Church, confident about our faith and willing to find new ways to express  
ancient truth. I see it as a shift from ‘coming to Church to being the Church’   
and I welcome it as yet another movement of God’s Spirit leading                
God’s pilgrim people through a new kind of unknown territory. That’s when 
God’s people have been most alive to our calling to live in the Spirit’s power 
and not our own.  

Colleen O’Reilly 

Baptisms 

Funerals & Memorials 

 Angus Alexander Haigh  died   30  March 2016  Funeral      8 April 2016 
 Donald Eric Bowman  died    14 April 2016 Funeral    21 April 2016 
 Patricia (Trish) June Wilkie died     8 June 2016 Memorial 15 June 2016 
 Harold Edgar Penaluna  died   11 June 2016 Funeral    17 June 2016 

 Felicity & Willian Bradshaw children of Erin and Peter Bradshaw  3 April 2016 
 Isabelle Eve Wright  child of  Roulston and Emily Wright   3 April 2016  
 Milena Anadappa child of Tivanka and Stephanie Anandappa      22 May 2016  
 Ava Falla child of Mark and Abby Falla    12 June 2016  
 Harriet McArthur child of Olivia and Alexander McArthur              18 June 2016 
 Grace Littlechild child of Adam and Claudia Littlechild     18 June 2016 

 Electoral Office 
Will be using part of our         
hall from Friday 10th June    
to Election Day - 2nd July      
as a Pre-Polling centre only 
 
 First Sunday Breakfast 
Is on its winter break.                       
Returning Sunday 4th                      
September 
 

  Spiritual Café            
No Spiritual Café this month  
Stay tuned for July 26th. 
 
 Canon Barry Smith OAM 
The previous Vicar is to      
visit and preach on                   
Sunday 24  July.                           
Lunch to follow at Giorgio’s 
at own expense.                               
More details soon.  
 
 Mother’s Union                   

Luncheon  
Sunday 31 July at 12noon.  
A delicious spit roast and 
desserts.  Byo drinks.                     
Tickets available now $40 

Weddings 
 Kevin Hill and Sophie McNamara       21 May 2016 
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It’s 8.40am as I pull into the Cabrini Hospital car park to begin another 
day as an Anglican chaplain ministering to the Anglican patients in the 
hospital. I am part of the team ministering from St George’s Anglican 
Church in Malvern. Cabrini is in our parish and we, as a parish have   
made a commitment to visit and care for, in any way we can. Those             
patients who profess to the Anglican religion and who may come from 
any area within Victoria and even further afield.     
I collect the lists of all Anglican patients provided for us in the Pastoral 
Care Centre and sorted according to Ward/bed number and sort them 

into four groups, one for each chaplain in our team. 
 The four of us, which normally consists of Walter McEntee, Jacqui Smith, Judy Wright and myself, 
then compare these lists with those from last week and discussion ensues about those still here or new 
arrivals. We generally have between 14 and 20 patients each to visit through the morning. We look                 
carefully for members of St George’s and others known to us in various ways and discuss them so that  
the person visiting will be briefed as well as possible.  We then move to the wards so that we are ready   
to begin visiting at 9.30am. 
 We are very aware of patient privacy: occasionally a patient has requested that they not be                     
visited by pastoral care, which includes us and this will be noted on our list and we bypass them. Always 
as we enter a patient’s space we are careful to introduce ourselves and our reason for  calling but are 
ready to leave immediately if that is demanded, although this is generally not the case.  Patients                       
generally fall into three categories, those who don’t really want to see us, those who are not religious  
but will give their life history and current problems facing them, and those who are genuinely pleased to 
see us from a religious perspective and are overjoyed to accept all that we can offer to them. We spend 
time with each patient and minister as best we can to their needs. Sometimes kind words and                  
encouragement are sufficient, sometimes the stories we hear may be passed to Cabrini Pastoral carers  
for further investigation, and often the sacraments bring peace to those in the depths of despair. We            
endeavour to complete all, or most, of our visiting by midday when we provide a short prayer service 
from the Chapel over the hospital tv channel. 
 Pastoral care is an important part of St George’s outreach to the wider community and is                              
deserving of an ongoing commitment. Currently we have a team of four dedicated people carrying this, 
Walter, Jacqui, Judy and myself with Lyn Rafferty as a backup, however age and  circumstance is always 
gnawing away at this structure. There are times when we can provide only three members, maybe two    
in the near future, and this means that visiting may go on into the afternoon, clashing with the popular 
visiting time for friends and families. 
 Ideally it would be good to see the four on-duty places rostered over a team of five or six people 
including the curate. In this way absences would be easily covered. 
 Please be assured that this is not just hospital visiting, it is providing lay ministry to those in need 
and appropriate training is required before or during the time we spend on the wards. There is a large 
commitment during training but I think the lay members of the team, and those who have gone before 
would acknowledge that the rewards are many.  

Bryan Elmes 

Pastoral Care 
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